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“It simply is not true that there are hundreds 
of ways to learn to read. When it comes to 
reading, all children have roughly the same 

brain that imposes the same constraints and 
the same learning sequence” 

Stanislas Dehaene
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K- 2 Implementing this year

3-5 Implementing this year

Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and 
practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), Handbook for research in early literacy (pp. 97–110). New York, NY: Guilford 
Press.



What is CKLA in Grades K-2?
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Explicit, systematic foundational skills to develop excellent readers
Explicit, easy-to-use lessons systematically cover 100% of foundational skills standards, setting 
every student up to succeed.

Hands-on phonics materials
Multisensory phonics and foundational skills resources give students the opportunity to practice 
key skills using diverse, fun approaches that build independence.

● Big Books
● Large and Small Letter Cards
● Spelling Cards
● Vowel and Consonant Code Flip Books
● Chaining Folders
● Games

“Amplify CKLA.” Amplify, Core Knowledge Foundation, 14 July 2022, https://amplify.com/programs/amplify-core-knowledge-language-arts/. 



What is CKLA in Grades 3-5?
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Building Knowledge while integrating foundational skills 

Amplify CKLA for grades 3-5 integrates foundational skills students have learned while continuing 
to build rich content knowledge. Amplify CKLA is the premier high-quality instructional material 
(HQIM) offering an elementary language arts curriculum with research-based content—including a 
vocabulary app and other digital resources—that helps educators authentically engage students in 
any learning scenario.

An engaging, knowledge-based approach to reading comprehension
Our intentional approach to background knowledge invites students to dig deeper and make 
connections across content areas. Amplify CKLA enables students to build a robust knowledge 
base for accessing and unpacking complex texts so real comprehension can happen.

“Amplify CKLA.” Amplify, Core Knowledge Foundation, 14 July 2022, https://amplify.com/programs/amplify-core-knowledge-language-arts/. 
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What is all this 
talk about the 
“Science of 
Reading”? 



● It is a scripted program
● It is not engaging for students

Casey, Betty. “Response to CKLA Article.” TulsaKids Magazine, Chuck Foshee, 27 May 2022, 
https://www.tulsakids.com/response-to-ckla-article/. 7

Myths about CKLA



The Truth

8
“Amplify CKLA Skills (2020).” EdReports, 1 Dec. 2021, https://edreports.org/reports/overview/amplify-ckla-skills-2020. 



9 “Amplify CKLA Skills (2020).” EdReports, 1 Dec. 2021, https://edreports.org/reports/overview/amplify-ckla-skills-2020. 



Here is what our teachers have to say
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“I have enjoyed the new ideas CKLA has brought to my classroom such 
as new ways to teach the tripod grip and play dough activities that go 
along with the lessons. The activities are engaging and my students are 
loving them. The routines have been fairly simple for my Kindergarten 
students to grasp as well so that is a big bonus! :)  I love how we can 
follow the CKLA lessons but put our own spin on them as well. Overall, 
I am very excited to see what CKLA will do for my classroom this 
year!”  

- Kindergarten Teacher
Patrick County Public Schools



11

“I am enjoying the routine and consistency of the program... and the planning is much 
easier.”

 -First Grade Teacher
 Patrick County Public Schools

“Love it! I have used a timer to help me not get side tracked and what not!
Now that I have extra time in my day for Lucy ... I'm a "happy camper..."

- Fourth Grade Teacher
Patrick County Public Schools
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“It's a learning curve like anything else but I do think it's worth it.
I felt that the lesson from yesterday was very effective… like it made me a better teacher! “

-Fifth Grade Teacher
Patrick County Public Schools

"I am so impressed with how engaged my 3rd grade students have been thus far 

with CKLA. As a new teacher, I appreciate that the lessons are already 

well-developed, and that I can contact my 3rd grade team across the district 

with questions since we're all on the same page."

                                                                                   -3rd Grade Teacher

Patrick County Public schools
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“Research is the only tool we have that 
allows us to determine the kinds of teaching 

most likely to advantage our students’ 
learning; commonsense and past experience 

are useless before such questions.”
Timothy Shanahan



Research used in this slideshow
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